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The Vision of the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Centre County is to create 
a better world through our open minds, 
helping hands, and loving hearts. 

Our Mission: 
Articulate and promote liberal religion, 
Provide a spiritual home for persons who seek to 

know truth for themselves, and 
Inspire and empower individuals to live out their 

values and principles in the community, both 
within and beyond our walls. 

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
Centre County is a Welcoming Congregation, 
which believes in and affirms the inherent 
dignity and worth of every person, and we 
include bisexual, gay, lesbian, and transgender 
people in all aspects of Fellowship life. 
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Who We Are  
 

UUFCC Vision 
 To create a better world through 

our open minds, helping hands, 
and loving hearts  

 
UUFCC Mission  
 To articulate and promote liberal 

religion 
 To provide a spiritual home for 

those who seek to know truth for 
themselves 

 T o  i n s p i r e  a n d  e m p o w e r 
individuals to live out their values 
and principles in the community, 
both within and beyond our walls 

 
Our congregation is a Welcoming 
Congregation, which believes in and 
affirms the inherent dignity and worth 
of every person. 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
10:00 a.m.to 11:00 a.m. Sunday morning services 

Coffee and snacks before and after service  

May 6, 2018 - UUFCC Young People, YRUU Advisors & Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel 
Coming of Age and Bridging Service 
Today we celebrate the multi-generational culture of UUFCC. We gather to 
recognize, honor and celebrate our coming-of-age youngsters, (our bridging youth), 
and to note the important life stages they've shared with this community. 
"[Adults]...can give good advice or put [children]...on the right paths, but the final forming 
of a person's character lies in their own hands." Anne Frank 
  
May 13, 2018 - Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel  
Are You My Mother?  
Our lives are filled with those who mother us: biological and adoptive mothers, 
fathers who are also mothers, step-mothers, grandmothers, mothers-in-law, aunts, 
uncles, cousins, working and stay-at-home mothers. There are mothers who may 
have left us too early, and mothers who never let us go at all.  Join us for a service 
about the blessings and burdens, responsibilities and rejoicing of all types of 
motherhood. 
  
May 20, 2018 - Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel  
What is Your Legacy? 
From the moment we enter the world we are making choices. Our brains and bodies 
gather and store these choices as memories. In doing this, our legacy begins to take 
shape. Our present becomes the past. What drives the decisions and choices that 
shape our personal history? Principles? Basic needs? Morals? Values? What will 
your history tell others? Will you leave a Legacy? Are you creating a life worth 
remembering? 
 
May 27, 2018 - Worship Leader: Mike Bourgo 
The Dimension of Time in Our Lives 
In this service, we look at the role time has in our lives as one of the spaces we 
inhabit. Join us in considering the importance of the past and memories. 
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Thoughts From The Rev...  

continued on page 8 

“Carve your name on hearts, not tombstones. A legacy is etched into the minds of oth-
ers and the stories they share about you.”  
Shannon L. Alder 
  
“We don't inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our children.”  
David Brower 
  
Dear Ones: 
I usually offer you my own thoughts in this space each month. But a few weeks ago, 
I was reading the Huffington Post and ran across this article. I wanted to share it 
with you. Hope you enjoy it.  
Love and Blessings, 
Rev. CTC 
  
What Kind of Legacy Are You Leaving the World? (An excerpt) 
By Lisa Haisha 
  
Have you ever thought about the legacy you’re leaving your family, your community, 
your world? Most people never give it a second thought. But a legacy is something 
you’re creating every day, whether you realize it or not. 
  
What exactly is a legacy? Webster’s Dictionary defines “legacy” as “something trans-
mitted by or received from an ancestor or predecessor or from the past.”  
  
Some common examples of legacy are: 

 She left us a legacy of a million dollars. 
 He left his children a legacy of love and respect. 
 The war left a legacy of pain and suffering. 
 Her artistic legacy lives on through her children. 

  
So … what do you want your legacy to be?  
  
WE each have a choice between leaving a positive legacy or a negative one. Most peo-
ple never consciously choose one or the other — it just happens. But the goal for you is 
to make a conscious decision about the legacy you’ll leave. So let’s start with what a 
positive legacy looks like. 
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SOULFUL SUNDOWN  
Recharge your soul for the week ahead with these special Sunday evening services.  

Everyone is welcome! 

Sunday, May 6, 7:00 p.m. – Shape-Note Soul 
Organizer – Chas Brua 
Soulful Sundown is a small group service that is relaxing and reflective. Join us on 
May 6 at 7:00 p.m. for "Shape-Note Soul." Local singers will share the history and spir-
itual tradition behind shape-note singing. We'll be learning to sing a few of the strange 
and beautiful hymns from this old American style of music. Listeners are very wel-
come, too!      
 
Note: There will be no Sundown service on May 20 due to Rev. Carol's installation ser-
vice. The final "Campfire" service of the season will be on Sunday, June 3.  
Catherine Alloway 

 
Summer Office Hours 

 
From Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend the office 
will be open the following days and times: Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
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Membership Monthly 

Three Ways for New Members to Break the Ice 
 
I’m always in awe of the folks who are able to come through the Fellowship doors for 
the first time and immediately settle in - chatting with people they’ve never met before 
and walking undaunted into a room full of people. But for most of us, that’s not an 
easy thing to do.  
 
Joining a new group can feel a little overwhelming. But there are a few easy ways to get 
yourself over that initial nervousness and on your way to becoming part of the commu-
nity.  
 
Say hello!  Sometimes the simplest step is the most effective. The UUFCC is a welcom-
ing community, and I promise, if you take the initiative to say hello, you will be glad 
you did. Introduce yourself, let someone know you’re new to the UU, and let the con-
versation ensue. This is a friendly and interesting group who enjoy meeting new peo-
ple and genuinely want to help you feel at home.  
 
Start small. Attend a Soulful Sundown service. This is a lay-led evening service held 
twice a month, that provides a calm and focused time for reflection. The smaller group 
that attends lends itself to intimate and comfortable companionship for your spiritual 
journey.   
 
Join a hospitality team. Sign-up for a team, and you’ve automatically created an ave-
nue for connection. Hospitality is more than helping out on a Sunday morning. It’s a 
smaller circle within our very large one, where you can meet people, get to know your 
way around the building (it’s your building, too!) and have opportunities to converse 
with the friends and members you’re working alongside.  
 
If you’d like more information on Soulful Sundown, you can visit our website 
(uufcc.com), or email Cathi Alloway (allowaycs@gmail.com). If you’re interested in partici-
pating on a hospitality team, contact Laura Brown (lsb7@psu.edu). And you’re always 
welcome to come to me with any questions you might have about the Fellowship. 
Come find me on Sunday or send an email (oharper@uufcc.com) and I’ll be happy to talk 
with you! 
 
Olivia Harper 
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                                         Shout oUUt Corner 
 
Each month the Program Council recognizes those who have “gone the ex-
tra mile in service to UUFCC.”  This month, we send out thanks to the fol-
lowing:   
 

Toby Short for using his electrical engineering expertise in rewiring and gluing the 
piano lamp for all the pianists who need better lighting. 
  
Martha Jordan for stepping up to the challenge of including more music in the ser-
vices, such as preludes, postludes, and interludes - especially for the "Wild Women's 
Words" service on March 18. She really has been "going the extra mile" for the UU this 
year. 
  
Laura Brown and her crew of helpers for the wonderful Freedom Seder.  It was edu-
cational, fun, and delicious, and brought the congregation together in a positive, hap-
py way. 
  
Jo Ferris, Jackson Harper, Jacob Ferris, Kyle Hynes and Jaedyn Gage for represent-
ing UUFCC at the UNO spring seminar, ”Immigration Crisis,” in NYC April 4 to 7. 
Extra thanks to Peg Dobrinska for being their chaperone and chauffeur! 
  
Membership Policy Task Force who developed a new draft membership policy: Laura 
Brown, Pam Short, Rev. CTC, and Stephanie Szakal. 
  
The new Operations Administrative Team (OAT) members:  Phil Halleck, Rev. CTC, 
and Helen Dempsey, along with Audrey Barner, for various activities, including 
thoughtful review of the charter policy, developing an organizational chart, and 
working on correcting problems with the phone system. 
 

Sharon Shen for doing a great job with the newsletter layout for April when we need-
ed a substitute. 
  
Laura Brown for updating the list of board members, council, cluster chairs, activity 
and committee chairs. 
 
Rocky Landers for being selected Volunteer of the Year for her work with the Park 
Forest Pre-School.   
  

continued on page 12 
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Wednesday Game Nights 
  
All are welcome at 6:00 p.m. on the first, second, fourth and 
fifth Wednesday night in Fellowship Hall to learn and play 
table-top games. There will be no formal potluck, but please 
bring and share drinks and food, especially non-sticky, non-
greasy game-friendly types. 
  
Any games you want to play are fine, but most nights most 
of us play modern “Euro-style” strategy games. Except per-
haps briefly and in a humorous way, you will not be attacked 
and eliminated. In most cases, we compete to earn victory 
points. 
  
There is a lot to think about. You have several legitimate choices on each turn ... you 
don’t just “roll your dice and move your mice.”  The two most-popular games in the 
world now are cooperative, with players helping one another beat the game mechan-
ics. Yes, we delightedly teach people who don’t know these games. 
  
Questions? Ask somebody with a Meeple sticker on their nametag.  And take a look at 
UUFCC’s game collection in the chair/table closet in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Chuck Berry 

Thoughts From The Rev...  
(continued) 

Often, when we think of legacy, we think of things—material possessions.  But, your 
legacy isn’t always about things. Usually, it’s about who you are and how you touch 
people’s lives. 
  
Remember, it’s not what we leave FOR others that matters; it’s what we leave IN them 
that matters most. Possessions and wealth do not a true legacy make. It’s about leav-
ing behind the essence of your Authentic Soul. That’s what the world needs from you.  
  
So … serve others by leaving behind the best and most beautiful parts of yourself.  
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Important Notice: 
June/July combined newsletter edition 

  
There will be a combined newsletter issue for June and July that will come out on June 
1.  Therefore, all materials for those two months need to be sent in by May 15 to: news-
letter@uufcc.com.  If you do not have an acknowledgement of receipt from me within 
one day, please send your materials to: maplecandy33@gmail.com. The subject line 
should read: Newsletter Materials.  Please prepare ahead of time so that everything 
will be able to be published. 
 
Marilyn Jones 

Pledge Campaign 
 
The Fellowship’s Pledge Campaign team truly appreciates all who have supported this 
year's campaign so far, including those who have helped with events and data man-
agement, shared why they support the Fellowship, and especially, everyone who has 
pledged. If you have not pledged yet, please do so as soon as possible. Together, we 
can thrive. Thank you! 

Announcements 
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Announcements 
(continued) 

Parking 
 
Please consider parking your car on our grounds along the Campbell Road or at the 
South Hills School. The parking lot fills up quickly on Sundays, and our visitors often 
have a hard time finding a parking spot. Parking under the trees along the entryway is 
discouraged because cars pulling back from two sides while cars are leaving puts the 
safety of walkers, especially elderly and children, at risk. With your help, we can keep 
our grounds beautiful, welcoming, and safe! 

In Memory 
 

Liz Roth passed away at age 87 on November 24, 2017 at UPMC Altoona hospital 
from complications following a head injury and stroke. Liz was Paula and Alisa 
Ralph’s mother, and Karen and Brian Maynard’s grandmother. Liz was not active at 
the UUFCC in recent years, but may be remembered by some as being on the Library 
Committee for a few years. She had formal training as a dancer, artist, art instructor, 
and librarian. She enjoyed cooking, reading, gardening, writing in her journals, and 
long walks in Tudek Park. Occasionally, she would break out her paint brushes and 
astound us all with her amazing water color talent. Life took Liz on many grand ad-
ventures, including trips to Mexico, Canada, Germany and France, as well as months
-long trips exploring the Western U.S. She was a beloved mother and grandmother 
and remained forever young at heart. We are encouraging gifts to the Clear Water 
Conservancy in her memory. 
 
She didn't want an obituary, so this will be the only "community" announcement going out. 
 
Paula Ralph 
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The UUFCC’s 16th Freedom Seder  

For some people the best day of the year is Christmas, or their birthday, or the fourth 
of July, but for others (Ron Smith and me) it’s the day we celebrate Passover at the 
UUFCC’s Freedom Seder! When else can you…  

 be part of a tradition that’s over one thousand years old, 
 experience a truly intergenerational celebration, 
 rejoice in our freedom, 
 hear great music and sing meaningful songs, 
 enjoy a marvelous family holiday meal, 
 fight for justice with action, and 
 contribute to the next generation’s work to eradicate injustice?  

It all happens at our Freedom Seder!   
  

Freedom Seder 2018 by the numbers: 135! $456! 131! 
About 135 people attended. Exactly $456 was raised to send UUFCC high school stu-
dents to the UN Seminar next spring. There were 131 signatures collected on a petition 
to President Trump asking that Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (the 
“Dreamers”) remain in place until a long-term policy is created.  
  

How did we accomplish so much? The credit goes to many people! Three cheers for the 
Seder planning team: Helen Dempsey, Milena Danneker, Jennifer Glick, Elaine Lau, 
and Michal Stump. They planned, publicized, prepped, cooked and helped cleanup. 
Just about everyone who attended the Seder helped in some way. Thanks to all for 
lending a hand and creating a night that’s different from all other nights. A special 
shout of appreciation goes to those who worked extra hard to make it a five-star event:  
  

Mark Anderson, Susan Ashley, Audrey Barner, Betsy Berry, Chuck Berry, Derek Binus, 
David Brown, Martha Butler, John Chubb,  Linda Eller, Carol Eubanks, Miranda Good-
man, Olivia Harper, David Highfield, Sam Highfield, Jon Vickers-Jones, Marilyn Jones, 
Jenna Jordan, Elaine Jurs, Peter Jurs, Laura Kemper, Andy Lau, Laura Liermann, Paula 
Marden, Andrew Mickle, Bob Minard, Laurie Parmele, Lyn Pipenberg, Ken Riznyk, 
David Roberts, Michael Sager, Edie Sager, Sharon Shen, Toby Short, Matt Shineman, 
Yvonne Sohn, Ron Smith, Sue Smith, Claudia Snyder, Barb Thwaites, Cathy Vanden-
berg, BJ Weaver, Nancy Willis, Darrin Wright, Lauren Wright, Madeleine Wright, and 
Natalie Wright. 
 

Missed it?  Don’t be plagued with regret, plan for next year! The UUFCC’s 17th Free-
dom Seder is tentatively scheduled for Friday, April 26, 2019. Hope you can be there.   
 

Laura Brown 
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Group Meetings 
Diving Deep 

Tuesday, May 22 at 7:00 p.m. 
  

Diving Deep will meet Tuesday, May 22, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Sylvia Rug-
geri to discuss “Louisa, The Extraordinary Life of Mrs. Adams,” by Louisa Thomas. 
The discussion will be facilitated by Pam Milholland and Doris MacKenzie. 
 
Questions? Contact Pat Meehan at pmeehan5@aol.comor by calling 703-447-7911. 
We welcome newcomers. 

Shout oUUt Corner 
(continued) 

Peter Jurs and Carolyn Wilhelm for their continued willingness to work on the 
UUFCC budget. 
  
Betsy Allen for all her work on policy development and the bylaw revisions. 
  
Stephanie Szakal, Ron & Sue Smith, Tony Guerrero, Michal Stump and her daugh-
ter, Bob Minard, Peter Jurs, Ken Riznyk, Claudia Snyder, Jay Searles, James & Kate 
Hynes and their son, Doug & Elaine Barch, Bill Butler, Dorothy Blair, Ron Simpson, 
Cheryl Bohn, and others for their tremendous efforts in pruning, trimming, clearing 
away yard waste, and generally making our grounds look fabulous during the Spring 
Clean-Up Day on April 14.   
  
If you know of anyone who deserves a shout out for “going the extra mile in service to 
UUFCC,” please contact Elaine Jurs, emjurs@gmail.comand they will be recognized in 
the next newsletter.   
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Fellowship Items 

Worship Committee 
Be Part of the Magic 

 
Leslie Brown, Ileen Carter, Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel, 
Charlotte Eubanks, Elaine Jurs, and I invite you to be part 
of the magic - volunteer with the Worship Committee! 
There is something truly extraordinary about helping 
with Sunday services, and we're still looking for volun-
teers. How can you get in on the act? Light the chalice. 
Do a reading. Be a Worship Associate. Join the commit-
tee. Share your passion. Inspire others. If you have ques-
tions about the Worship Committee and how to get in-
volved, please email me at cait_sager@verizon.net.  We're 
eager to work with you and show you all the tricks of the 
trade. 
Caitlin Sager 

Wonderful Wednesday  
(a.k.a. Fellowship Supper PLUS) 

 
Join us Wednesday, May 16 at 5:30 p.m. for an evening of 
food, fellowship, and fun programming. Fellowship Sup-
per, a pot-luck dinner, starts at 5:45 p.m. and is followed 
by a short all-ages Vespers service as well as Religious 
Education programming related to the May theme of Leg-
acy. We need a few "wonderful" volunteers to assist with 
set up and clean up, to bring entrees that will serve eight 
to twelve people, and to be part of the Vespers service by 
lighting or extinguishing the chalice. Please contact Caitlin 
Sager (cait_sager@verizon.net) to sign up, or if you have any 
questions. 
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Poetry Break 
 

I Listened, or So I Thought 
By Marilyn Jones 

  
You talked to me with energy 
And I listened, or so I thought, 

And then I responded to what you said, 
But you said that I had not. 

  
I listened again with an open mind, 

But still I got it wrong, 
I could see that your anger was rising up, 

And I tried to stay civil and calm. 
  

I took a deep breath and listened once more 
This time I opened my heart 

I asked you what you needed from me 
And you said, ‘Now this is a start.” 

 
 

If you have a short (a maximum of 20 lines), meaningful, insightful, or motivational poem you 
would like to submit for our newsletter, please send it to:  newsletter@uufcc.com, subject:  
newsletter materials. 
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UU Member Spotlight 
Mike, Betsy and Tiffany Brett 

By Libby Gage 
 
Mike, Betsy and Tiffany Brett are longtime mem-
bers of the UUFCC.  

Mike and Betsy met on the tennis courts in State 
College in 1987. Mike was playing doubles, and 
Betsy had planned to meet a friend, who did not 
show up to play. Betsy caught Mike’s eye, and 
with strategic planning, he arranged for them to 
play tennis together. One thing led to another, 
and thus began a lifetime partnership. They were 
married in 1992. Their wedding was one of the 
first to take place in the current building of the 
UUFCC.    

Since then they have been members of the Fel-
lowship. Betsy taught RE for many years (her name is on the plaque in the foyer), and 
currently they attend Sunday services as often as they can. Betsy says that the UUFCC 
has been a place where they are both able to feel a common connection with the com-
munity and can identify with its values and philosophy.   

Michael was raised Catholic, but no longer believed in organized religion, and Betsy 
was raised Presbyterian.  As their beliefs and views evolved, they found the UUFCC to 
be a place where they could raise their daughter, seek out their own truths and feel 
comfortable attending Sunday services.  

Michael and Betsy are grateful to the UUFCC for the support, education and the many 
opportunities that have provided Tiffany a sense of community during her school 
years. She attended RE, participated in holiday pageants, became part of the choir, act-
ed in plays, baby-sat and participated in many other activities. Betsy recalls a remark 
that Tiffany made to her friend when she was in elementary school. Tiffany’s friend 
asked her if she knew what a pedestrian was, and Tiffany proudly responded, “Hey, I 
am not a pedestrian, I am a Unitarian!” Tiffany’s parents felt that this confirmed her 
feeling of belonging to the Fellowship. Michael said that Tiffany was eager to go to 
church every Sunday and would bound into the Fellowship with joy and enthusiasm.  

continued on page 16 
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UU Member Spotlight   
(continued) 

Michael was raised in the Philadelphia area, where he worked for the Department of 
Public Welfare. He said he grew tired of city life and decided to move to State College. 
He was able to get a transfer to Happy Valley, and worked in various positions within 
the state government.  He retired after a 35-year career.  Michael was recycling, con-
serving and refunding long before they became popular. He now spends his time 
looking after his family, golfing and playing bridge. He can often be found reading 
newspapers at the library, and likes to keep up with political and current events.  He 
definitely inherited the Irish gift for gab and wit, so when you get a chance, say hello 
and he will be happy to chat.   

Michael and Betsy went on a trip to Ireland when she was 29. They visited castles, 
pubs, and tourist attractions, and went off the beaten track to “O’Casey’s Castle,” 
home to a journalist and his family who invited them in for a tour. Michael’s dream 
was to take his daughter to Ireland, and the family went last year for three weeks. Ire-
land is a second home to Michael, where he feels very connected to his father and his 
family’s roots.  They were also able to travel into Northern Ireland and visit the area 
where “Bloody Sunday” took  place, which they had not been able to do in the 80’s 
because of the political turmoil.   

Betsy grew up in West Chester and came to this area to go to Penn State. She remem-
bers feeling lost and overwhelmed and vowing she would leave as soon as she gradu-
ated college. More than thirty years later she is still here and calls State College 
“home.”  Betsy is a licensed social worker, working with the elderly. Betsy said, “I 
love my job.  I feel so much gratitude and honor to work with seniors and their fami-
lies. I learn from and am inspired by them every day.”    

Betsy and her family spent summers in Maine and New Hampshire when she was 
young. She loved the many activities that were introduced to her and which she en-
joyed over the years, including mountain climbing, swimming, canoeing, sailing, hik-
ing, fishing and kayaking.  Her family still gets together to enjoy time in Maine and 
New Hampshire, and she has been able to share these special places with her daughter 
and her nieces and nephew. Betsy said she was positively influenced by her parents 
and grandparents, who emphasized the importance of a healthy and active lifestyle.      

Betsy’s favorite accomplishments are swimming around Pole Island in Maine that she 
did with her brothers, and climbing Mount Washington, which she did for her fiftieth 
birthday.    

continued on page 17 
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Installation Team Update 
A final word (perhaps) 

  
Installing the Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel. May 20 is very close indeed!  By now you’ve 
received an invitation, and the date for R.S.V.P.’s has closed. But if you act quickly and 
respond immediately to uufccinstallation@gmail.com, we can include you in the head-
count. Don’t forget to specify if you need childcare. Also please check your email for 
Sign Up Genius to specify exactly what foods you will be bringing to the reception, and 
do send your photos of our first year together to Erin Carter https://photos.app.goo.gl/
F98lmVt3oer5WMju2 for the display. 
 
The Service of Installation begins at 4:00 p.m., and we recommend an early arrival since 
we expect a number of guests.  
 
The Installation Team, Sarah (sbeerydiaz@hotmail.com), Laura (lpk614@gmail.com), and 
Leslie (BROWNLESEL49@gmail.com, greatly appreciates the help that so many people 
have already provided. This large undertaking couldn’t be done without you, so thank 
you, one and all!  

UU Member Spotlight   
(continued) 

Betsy and Mike played tennis for years until Mike tore his ACL. He now golfs regular-
ly, and once made a hole in one. Betsy plays tennis with friends and community 
groups. They still visit the site where they met.  

They are most proud of their daughter Tiffany who recently graduated from Mil-
lersville University and now works as an event coordinator for the ALS Association. 
According to them, she has grown up to be an independent-thinker and loves adven-
ture, travel and a good scary movie.  

Betsy and Michael are looking forward to carrying the banner for Team Nittany at the 
ALS walk in June.  If you see them in Fellowship Hall, ask them about the ALS Walk!   
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Perk Up! 
News about Hospitality Teams 

 
Hospitality Q & A 
 
Q: I’m not on a team. I just can’t commit to helping out on Sunday mornings and, 
frankly; I’m not a joiner. I would be willing to help every so often and I feel guilty not 
helping at all.  Is there a way I can help a little without joining a team?” 
 
A: The teams are just a way of organizing so all who are able help a little. Team mem-
bers receive emails about opportunities to help when their team is serving (about twice 
a year). If they are able to help on the shift, they select their preferred  activity 
(choosing from the jobs described at http://www.uufcc.com/hospitality-teams/).  Please 
consider joining a team. You may find you enjoy helping out a couple times a year, and 
then you can live guilt free! 
  
The May Grind 
The Service Stars will continue to offer hospitality that’s out of this world on May 6, 13, 
and 20.  The EverRed Es take over on May 27. 
  
What’s brewing? 
Toby Short graciously served as scheduler for the EverRed Es until another team mem-
ber was ready to take on the job. Hooray for Roxanne Toto who has agreed to return to 
the job of scheduler for the Es beginning with their May shift!  
  
Expresso of Appreciation 
Cheryl Bohn stepped into the Blessed Bees scheduler position and did an outstanding 
job.   
  
The Scoop 
If imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, we’ve been flattered, again! The UUFCC 
was contacted with a request from the Williamsburg, Virginia Unitarian Universalist 
congregation to learn about our Hospitality Teams. They are using our program as 
their model!  
  
 If you’re ready to be part of a team contact Laura Brown at <hteams@uufcc.com> 
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Social Action (SA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UUFCC members hold up signs in Harrisburg on April 16 during a PA 
Fair Districts Rally to End Gerrymandering. Pictured from left to right: 
Adriana Pena, Bill Vandenberg, Peg Dobrinska, Laura Brown, Cheryl 
Bohn, and Michal Stump. Members who attended but are not pictured: Deb 
Hager, Milena Danniker, Bill Butler, Jean Giddings, Ron Simpson, David 
Roberts and Ellen Freeman. 

 
Daring Democracy 
On April 16, 11 people from UUFCC went to Harrisburg to join the "Rally for Our De-
mocracy." Bill Butler and Jean Giddings had the best signs in our group. Toby Short's 
Ronald Reagan statement was read in the newscast. Ron Simpson sponsored five bus 
seats himself. The turnout was estimated to be about 800 concerned citizens. We visit-
ed Jake Corman's office, and his staff said he definitely supports a Citizen's Commis-
sion to determine districts. Laura asked that he put his commitment in writing in the 
next Corman Newsletter. We were all inspired by the turnout. The Republican Sena-
tor sponsoring SB 22 received a standing ovation for his courage to be a sponsor for 
this bill to make all Pa. seats competitive seats.  

 continued on page 20 
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First Sunday plate collection, May 6: National Resource Defense Council (NRDC) 
NRDC works to safeguard the earth - its people, its plants and animals, and the natural 
systems on which all life depends. We are the combined power of more than three mil-
lion members and online activists, with the expertise of some 500 scientists, lawyers, 
and policy advocates across the globe. NRDC was founded in 1970 by a group of law 
students and attorneys at the forefront of the environmental movement. Today's lead-
ership team and board of trustees makes sure the organization continues to work to 
ensure the rights of all people to clean air, clean water, and healthy communities.  
Green Sanctuary Team 
 
Nominations for future First Sunday Plate Collections 
We will distribute nomination forms at the SA table on Sundays, and send the forms 
electronically through our Enews.  
 
Forms must be submitted by Sunday, May 26. If we have more than twelve nomina-
tions, the SA committee will choose twelve from the candidates for the next vote. We 
support local, national and international charities by donating about $16,000 a year. We 
do expect nominations to be for 501c3 charities. We will vote for the next six plate col-
lections at the annual meeting on June 3.  
  
Prison library Request 
The Centre County Correctional Facility (CCCF) has a small closet library and about 
1500 other books divided between the prison’s nine blocks. Prison society members are 
trying to replace some old books and improve the collection. If you have a few books 
you no longer want, please consider donating them to the CCCF. There will be a book 
donation box in the coat closet for this purpose. We are looking for biographies, the 
Game of Throne series, popular (accessible) science and nature books, histories, current 
events, etc. Also, any Ken Follet and Jodi Picoult books would be welcome. We’ll re-
quest other authors at other times, too. Sadly, no magazines, including National Geo-
graphic, are allowed.  Many thanks!     
Deb Hager & Peg Dobrinska 
 

Social Action (SA) 
(continued) 

 continued on page 21 
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Green Sanctuary Happenings 
It must be May! Eighteen PA-IPL cyclists are in training, leaving State College the after-
noon of May 11 on their 2,000 mile bike-ride to Washington D.C.  UUFCC cyclists in-
clude Janet Swim and Dorothy Blair. Our purpose is to lobby our congressional delega-
tion on environmental issues. Those of you who have followed or supported this fund-
raising in past years will know that UUs can follow the wheel trek on line - http://
paipl.us/ - where team members blog each night after 50 or so miles of roadwork. I am 
told it’s very entertaining. Six rider profiles are already posted. 
  
Love Your Planet Film Series continues.  This month’s film is Bottled Life, a Swiss-made 
exposé of the Nestle’ Bottling Company filmed in the U.S. and Pakistan, among other 
countries. This very timely film is a must-see. The date and place will be announced in 
the next Enews and flyer in the UUFCC entryway. Nestlé indicates that it still wants 
Centre County water, even though they have let go of their first plan to pump 300,000+ 
gallons of water per day from a not-yet-online second well in Spring Township. We 
breathed a sigh of relief, but the end result could be worse. We hope to see you there for 
the film, plus discussion about what you can do. 
  
Green Sanctuary Committee meeting May 20, 11:30 p.m., room 2.  All are welcome! 
  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!  We are looking for members and attenders to tend the 
UUFCC vegetable beds and/or sell vegetables in Fellowship Hall in late spring, sum-
mer, and fall.  Ideally this would be once or twice a month. Please contact Kate Hynes at 
khynes74@yahoo.com. 

Social Action (SA) 
(continued) 
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UUFCC Staff and Governance 
Minister  
Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel 
Email: minister@uufcc.com   
 
Director of Religious Education Open 
 
Office Administrator   
Audrey Barner 
Email: abarner@uufcc.com 
 
Membership Coordinator  
Olivia Harper 
Email: oharper@uufcc.com  
 
Music Director  
Colleen Kennedy 
Email: music@uufcc.com 
 
Band Director 
David Morris 
Email: dmorris2715@windstream.net  
 
Financial Secretary  
Joe Kowalski 
Email: ljkowalski1@comcast.net 
 
 

Board of Trustees 
President: Doris MacKenzie 
Past-President: Betsy Allen 
President-Elect: Etta Habegger 
Secretary: Jason Philtron 
Treasurer: Peter Jurs 
Trustee: Stephanie Szakal (2018) 
Trustee: Claudia Snyder (2019) 
Trustee: Wayne Osgood (2020) 
Ex-Officio: Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel 
 
Program Council 
Chair: Doris MacKenzie  
Communications: Marilyn Jones 
Community Life: Elaine Jurs 
Ex Officio: Olivia Harper 
Ex Officio: Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel 
Religious Education: Joy Drohan 
Secretary: Vicky Droll 
Social Action: Peg Dobrinska 
Worship Services: Laura Kemper 
Youth: TBD 
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Newsletter Policies and Guidelines 
Deadline for the June/July Issue: May 15 

 

Please submit your work on time and in final, completed form. Do not ask for changes to 
be made. Once we get to layout, nothing can be added or deleted. It is important that people 
receive the newsletter by the first of the month.  
 

Please submit articles to newsletter@uufcc.com; Newsletter Material. If you do not get a 
response of receipt within one day, please send your submission to: Marilyn Jones at 
maplecandy33@gmail.com. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 

 *CHANGE* - Please send your submis-
sions in a WORD document 

 Please write in Book Antigua, font size 
11, no indents, everything single space, 
with one space between paragraphs  

 Do not highlight anything in color  
 Write:  a.m. or p.m., not AM or PM 
 Write:  Pennsylvania or Pa., not PA 
 Use first, second, third, etc., NOT 1st, 

2nd, 3rd, etc.  
 Do NOT write May 24th, but May 24 

    Newsletter Staff  
 

Publisher: Min Zhong 
Editor: Marilyn Jones  
Proofreaders: Elaine and Graham Corby  
RE News: Open 
Social Action News: Peg Dobrinska 
Member Spotlight: Libby Gage  
Printing: Audrey Barner 
Mailing: Martha and Jack Kolln  
 

UU Connections is published monthly, August through June, to keep the UUFCC congregation 
informed about Fellowship life. Our newsletter can be e-mailed on request. Hard copy, if re-
quested,  is mailed to all members and friends listed in the Fellowship Directory. We are de-
lighted to share our newsletter with anyone interested and will send complimentary hard copy 
issues, as requested, for a limited time. For non-members who wish to receive a mailed copy of 
UU Connections regularly, we request a donation of $35 per year to cover expenses. 
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If you move, please alert the 
UUFCC office. 
 
If you no longer want to 
receive UUFCC Connections, 
check this box and return to 
your mail carrier.  
Thank you. 
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