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Articulate and promote liberal religion, 
Provide a spiritual home for persons who seek to 
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Inspire and empower individuals to live out their 
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Who We Are  
 

UUFCC Vision 
 To create a better world through 

our open minds, helping hands, 
and loving hearts  

 
UUFCC Mission  
 To articulate and promote liberal 

religion 
 To provide a spiritual home for 

those who seek to know truth for 
themselves 

 T o  i n s p i r e  a n d  e m p o w e r 
individuals to live out their values 
and principles in the community, 
both within and beyond our walls 

 
Our congregation is a Welcoming 
Congregation, which believes in and 
affirms the inherent dignity and worth 
of every person. 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
10:00 a.m.to 11:00 a.m. Sunday morning services 

Coffee and snacks before and after service  

March 4, 2018 - The Reverend Carol Thomas Cissel 
Got Grit? 
Another school shooting. Relentless political nastiness. A President who brags that 
his button is bigger than others. We are weary. We need, “…the ability to persevere 
… day-in, day-out, not just for the week, not just for the month, but for years.”  We 
need GRIT. Let’s figure out where GRIT comes from and how to cultivate it together. 
 
Sunday, March 11, 2018 – Worship Leader: Caitlin Sager 
Finding the Divine in the Ordinary 
We interact with the Divine in so many ways - out in nature; with our family, 
friends, and pets; during meditation. In this service, we will explore ways to 
recognize and celebrate the simple "miracles" and "angels" in our everyday lives. 
  
March 18, 2018 - The Reverend Carol Thomas Cissel 
Wild Women’s Words. Exploring the Power of Poetry and Prose 
Mary Oliver, Lucille Clifton and Maya Angelou are three iconic female poets. Mary's 
contemporary voice shares many Unitarian Universalist values; Lucille Clifton deftly 
embraces language that illuminates social justice issues, and Maya Angelou uses 
words to describe the bittersweet, human condition. A service to remind us all to 
live fully, love what we love, find strength in diversity and re-imagine the world as 
we know it can be. 
  
March 25, 2018 - The Reverend Carol Thomas Cissel 
What’s LOVE got to do with it? 
Our lives are all about relationships: Who we love, who we take care of and who 
cares for us, and who we choose to call family. Today we will consider the head and 
the heart … the bonds and connections that bring substance and joy to our lives. 
Let’s talk about the power of attraction, and why and how we must tend to the 
people that matter most to us. 
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Thoughts From The Rev...  

continued on page 11 

“Grit, the raw endurance, perseverance and passion that keeps you going despite obstacles.”  
Anonymous 
  
“Every day do something that will inch you closer to be a better tomorrow.”  Anonymous 
  
“What is grit? Grit is refusing to give up. It’s persistence.”  Peter Diamandis 
  
Sometimes we just gotta Dig Down Deep, and find what we need, to sustain ourselves 
- within. 
  
Why? Well for one, looking within makes us better people. Two, it helps us develop 
the capacity to be present for others. Three, the reality is this: we live in tough times 
and Digging Down Deep, seeking resilience from within … helps us develop the ability 
to look out into the world with an eye towards assisting others. Digging Down Deep 
within ourselves is the first step towards building GRIT.  
  
According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, GRIT, in the context of behavior, is de-
fined as “firmness of character; indomitable spirit.” Our spirits need that. I believe that 
to stay engaged in the work of saving this world, we must develop a well-honed edge 
of tenacity, combined with love. That combination is what will ultimately see us 
through these painfully challenging times.  
  
I recently read these words (written by Rev. Henry Simoni-Wastila) online, and they 
have stayed with me:  “… grit can be the engine of our creativity, the vital matter of 
our souls, the starting point for the sweet fruits of life, the soft velvet blanket that 
warms us. The soul needs grit, but our hearts need velvet. We need to learn to be gen-
tle with ourselves, with that part that is hurt or vulnerable or in pain. We need, besides 
grit, some velvet, some softness, some bliss.” 
  
I hope you use this column to begin a conversation about GRIT with others here at 
UUFCC.  How are you staying resilient during these troubled times? How are you be-
ing gentle with yourself? What are you doing to maintain your emotional elasticity? 
What are the self-care habits and rituals you can share with others? Answer these ques-
tions and then talk to each other.  



March 2018 UUFCC Connections          5 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF CENTRE COUNTY 

SOULFUL SUNDOWN  
Recharge your soul for the week ahead with these special Sunday evening services.  

Everyone is welcome! 

Sunday March 4, 7:00 p.m. - Wisdom from Seneca 
Facilitators: Betsy Berry and Martha Butler 
Using passages from Seneca, we will consider how his words can help spark our moral 
imagination and inspire us as individuals. We will use both meditation and what Em-
erson calls "provocative reading" to come to a deeper understanding of ourselves and 
the world.  
   
Sunday March 18, 7:00 p.m. - Spring Equinox - Point of Balance?  
Facilitator: Virginia Hubbs  
The spring equinox, which occurs on March 18, is considered a point of balance be-
tween light and dark, relevant not only to the larger cosmos, but also to our individual 
lives. What does balance mean, and how might we achieve it?   
Catherine Alloway 
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Membership Monthly 
“What’s in a name … tag?”   

“A UU by any other name … can get really confusing!” 

I have a confession to make: it took me a really long time to remember all of your 
names without taking a quick peek at your tag just to be sure. Did you know we have 
at least nine people in our congregation with a variation of the name Carol/Carolyn? 
And seven Laura/Laurie/Laurens!  And six Johns! 
 
With nearly 300 members, 60-plus friends, over 100 children, and plenty of occasional 
visitors, there’s no easy way to keep everyone straight! Imagine being a newer friend, 
attempting to reach out and make connections.  Name tags are important!  When you 
wear your nametag, you are saying something about yourself. You say… 
 
 I am an open person who wants to get to know others. 
 I am an aware person who knows as our congregation grows, it is becoming 

harder for me to know everyone, and for everyone to know me. 
 I am a courteous person, who relieves others of the struggle of trying to remem-

ber everyone’s name. 
 I am a realistic person, who knows that there are always visitors to our congrega-

tion, and that to get to know us, they need the help of our name tags. 
 
So, thank you all for always doing your best to remember to put on your tag, and for 
stopping by the welcome table for a stick-on one when you’ve forgotten or misplaced 
yours. 
 
Are you a member who has misplaced your name tag? Just drop me an email, or find 
me before or after the service. The amazing Wendy Snetsinger will create a new callig-
raphy name tag for you. 
 
Have you started to attend regularly, but aren’t yet a full-fledged member? We can 
make you a typed, pin-on tag to keep on the wall rack with your fellow members’ and 
friends’ tags. If you would like one, let me know via email. Or better yet, tell me in per-
son on any Sunday - I’d love to chat! 
 
Peace, 
Olivia Harper, Membership Coordinator 
oharper@uufcc.com 
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Music For All Ages  

UUFCC Music Series 
Sunday, March 18, at 3:00 p.m. 

 Harpist Anne Sullivan and Friends 
  
We are delighted to have harpist Anne Sullivan on our series again. Her program will 
include solo works by C.P.E. Bach, Zabel, and Flothuis. The featured work will be Scin-
tillation, a showpiece for solo harp by the harpist Carlos Salzedo. Anne will be joined 
by flutist Diane Gold Toulson for a colorful Phantasy on Japanese Folk Songs. Clarinet-
ist Smith Toulson will join them for a charming set of pieces by the Russian composer 
Cesar Cui.   
  
Anne Sullivan began her concert career at age twelve when she appeared as soloist 
with the Philadelphia Orchestra. Besides being busy as a recitalist and chamber musi-
cian, she is also the founder and director of the Harp in the Mountains Summer Festi-
val for harp students in Coburn, where she resides.  
  
This event is sponsored by the Music Committee. We look forward to a wonderful pro-
gram, and we hope you can attend. Suggested donation is $15 for adults and $2 for stu-
dents. Proceeds benefit the performers and our music program.  
 
Mary Alice Graetzer  
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                                         Shout oUUt Corner 
 
Each month, the Program Council recognizes those who have “gone the 
extra mile” in service to UUFCC. This month we send out thanks to:  
  
Dorothy Blair, who was recently featured in the newsletter of Citizen’s Climate Lob-
by. She was the founder of this local organization, to which we all contributed recent-
ly for a UUFCC First Sunday Plate Collection. 
  
Michal Stump and Libby Gage for the very creative social action bulletin board in 
the community room. The theme is “I am only one .... but I can do something.”   
  
Sue Smith for organizing the annual UUFCC Service Auction on February 3. Also, to 
Carol Pollard (silent auction), Ron Smith & Stephanie Szakal (auctioneers), Claudia 
Snyder (Vanna White), Linda Eller (auction catalog), Martha Butler & Betsy Berry 
(accounting),  and all the donors, buyers, money people, setter-uppers, cleaner-
uppers, food makers, sign makers, babysitters, all two hundred of you!  
  
Laura Brown, Sue Smith, Elaine Jurs and Darlene Chivers for extra TLC and feeding 
Rev. CTC when the FLU knocked the wind out of my sails. 
  
Helen Dempsey for extra efforts to stay in touch with the OAT team and Wonderful 
Wednesday gang from sunny Bonaire, from Rev. CTC.  
 
Libby Gage for agreeing to take on the Membership Spotlight feature in the newslet-
ter.  She started out with a bang! 
  
If you know of any folks who have recently “gone the extra mile” in service to 
UUFCC and deserve a shout-out, please contact Elaine Jurs, emjurs@gmail.com, and 
they will be recognized in the next newsletter.  
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Wonderful Wednesday (a.k.a. Fellowship Supper Plus) 
  

Join us Wednesday, March 21 at 5:30 p.m. for an evening of food, 
fellowship, and fun programming. Fellowship Supper, a pot-
luck dinner, starts at 5:45 p.m. and is followed by a short all-ages 
Vespers service, as well as Religious Education programming 
related to the theme for March: GRIT. We are looking for a few 
"wonderful" volunteers to assist with set up and clean up, to 
bring entrees that will serve eight to twelve people, and to be 
part of the Vespers service by lighting or extinguishing the chal-
ice. Please contact Cait Sager at cait_sager@verizon.net to sign up, 
or if you have any questions. 

Silent and Service Auction a Success! 
  

Over 150 people helped with the auction by setting up, taking 
down, donating goods, offering services and dinners, donating 
delicious appetizers, donating wine, doing the catalog, entering 
data, collecting money, doing the bulletin board, keeping track 
of everything - THANK YOU!  And a huge thank you to all of 
you who bought dinners, items, classes, parties, services, took 
care of children, and had a good time. It's a great way to raise 
over $14,000! 
Susan Smith 

Valentine’s Dance a Success! 
  

The UUFCC Valentine's Dance on Saturday evening, Feb-
ruary 10, was spirited, with the dancers tapping their toes 
to the UU Jazz Band.  The band of 17 was led by Dave 
Morris and played tunes from ballads and Latin to rock 
and roll. The collection of 137 pounds of food and $106 in 
cash was donated to the State College Food Bank. 
Susan Smith 

UUFCC Events 
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The UUFCC’s Freedom Seder - A Celebration for All!  
Save the Date: Friday, April 6, beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

Come to the Freedom Seder to enjoy an intergenerational potluck dinner and Passover 
service. Family, friends, neighbors, and colleagues will be warmly welcomed; ask them 
now to save the date. Enjoy a wonderful night of fellowship; restore your hope and re-
new your commitment to work for justice. 
  
Arrive early to greet friends and get settled. The event includes a yummy potluck. 
Symbolic foods (including lotso matzo, ceremonial wine, and grape juice), main dishes, 
and desserts will be provided. 
  
All who are able are encouraged to either bring a side dish to share (for example - a 
vegetable, tossed or fruit salad), help with setup, or assist with cleanup. If you want to 
make traditional fare, try foods in the Passover section of the grocery or Google 
“Passover recipes.” 
 
The UUFCC’s Family Freedom Seder is fun for most ages, but childcare will be availa-
ble.   
  
Reservations are not required. However, if you want seats reserved for a group, send 
your request to <office@UUFCC.com> with Seder Reservation in the subject line. 
  
Questions? Contact Laura Brown at lsb7@psu.edu or Elaine Lau at hap-
pyvalley4me@gmail.com.  
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Thoughts From The Rev...  
(continued) 

We are weary. We need, “… the ability to persevere … day-in, day-out, not just for the 
week, not just for the month, but for years.”  We need GRIT.  
  
This month, let’s focus on Digging Down Deep. Let’s look within and prepare our-
selves to do good in the world. Let’s cultivate our emotional suppleness and personal 
wherewithal together. 
 
Love and Blessings, 
Rev. CTC 
 
P.S. See you in church! 

Announcements 

Movin' On Up! 
  
We have a wonderful problem. We are 
growing! That means we need to be mak-
ing the best possible use of the available 
space in the sanctuary. When you arrive 
for the service on Sunday morning, please 
consider taking a seat close to the front of 
the sanctuary to allow people who arrive 
after you a seat closer to the entry. If you 
can, move in to the center of the row so 
couples and families can sit together. The 
Worship Committee thanks you! 
 
Caitlin Sager 

Administrator on Vacation! 
  
Audrey will be on vacation from March 
13 through March 20. There will be vol-
unteers covering the office during this 
time. 
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Group Meetings 
Small Group Shuffle 

Openings for new members 
 
With the formation of new groups and the loss of members from existing groups, 
Small Groups have been changing composition. There are now several openings in 
most of the six groups: Monday night (two groups), Tuesday night, Thursday night 
and Sunday after service. 
 
Want to know and talk with other UUs? Or want deep connections? Or want to ex-
plore spiritual matters? Or want a women's group? Or want to discuss UU values in 
the larger world? 
 
Contact Cee Pollard at cpollard@lockhaven.edu<mailto:cpollard@lockhaven.edu> about 
membership. We want to find the right group for you. 

UUFCC Drum Circle 

This fun, free, facilitated community drum circle is from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Sundays at 
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Centre County. This is an open community 
event, and all ages and abilities are welcome.  Please bring your drums, other percus-
sive instruments, or just your hands.  We bring extra drums to share, or you can come 
and listen. Come learn to play West African rhythms!  We would love to teach you! We 
meet in the Sanctuary, or outdoors, as the weather permits. This month we will NOT 
have drum circle on Sunday March 4 and Sunday March 18. We will meet on Sunday 
March 11 and Sunday March 25. 
 
Questions? Please contact Rachel Summers at (814) 308-3416 or rachelk103@gmail.com. 
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Fellowship Items 

What happened in the February UUFCC Board Meeting? 
  
This is a new monthly column that will give you a quick list of what the board worked 
on in our last monthly meeting. Several of the key items discussed are listed below. In 
February we: 
 Accepted the Safe Congregation Policy and the Program Council Charter Policy 
 Approved the recommendation of the Endowments and Directed Gifts Commit-

tee to place the Marshall Raffel bequest into the Memorial Accumulation Fund 
 Continued discussion of edits to the UUFCC bylaws that will be presented to the 

congregation for discussion in April, and for vote at the June congregational 
meeting 

 Discussed the 2018-2019 Pledge Campaign timeline 
 
  Jason Philtron, UUFCC Board Secretary 
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A Message from the Committee on Ministry 
  
Our Board recently appointed us to our congregation’s Committee on Ministry (CoM). 
We are all pleased to serve. What is a CoM? Although their roles vary across UU con-
gregations, they are generally to support the ministry of the congregation. We had a 
CoM during Mark’s ministry, but the Transition Team played that role when Rev. Gabi 
was here. What will our role be this year? 
  
1. To work to ensure a strong, positive relationship between the congregation and 

Rev. CTC. This requires effective two-way communication, especially during her 
first years as we learn to work together and build our shared ministry.  

2. To advise, support, and provide a confidential sounding board for Rev. CTC. 
3. To complete part of a standard evaluation of Rev. CTC that will be submitted to the 

UUA Ministerial Fellowship Committee in June. (The evaluation is conducted each 
year as part of Rev. CTC’s candidacy for Final Fellowship status in the UUA.) 

  
If you have questions about the CoM or wish to share input about our ministry, please 
don’t hesitate to contact us: Leslie Brown, Francisco Diaz, and Peter Kemper    
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Installation Team Update 
 
The Activities Fair generated a large number of signups for volunteers for Rev. CTC’s 
Installation Service on May 20. Of course, we can always use more help, as it will take 
lots of hands to make this weekend go as smoothly as possible. The Installation Team is 
at this very moment identifying and contacting possible Task Leaders.  If you haven’t 
already committed yourself to a particular task, take a moment to review the following 
list and let Sarah at sbeerydiaz@hotmail.com know how you can help.  We can always use 
a few more folks to make some delicious hors d’oeuvres or delectable party foods. 
Here’s what you can do: 
 
 Grounds clean up 
 Catered dinner for out of town guests (Saturday, May 19, 6:00 p.m.) - set up, serv-

ing, clean up 
 Special flower arrangements - sanctuary, tables 
 Parking supervision on Sunday 
 Sanctuary set up 
 Reception - set up, serving, clean up 
 Party food - providing several dozen each of fancy hors d’oeuvres (finger foods) - 

lots of volunteers needed for this; get out your best recipes! 
 Photo display - please send your best photos of our first year together to Erin 

Carter at https://photos.app.goo.gl/F98lmVt3oer5WMju2 
 
The Installation Team (Laura Kemper, Leslie Brown, Sarah Diaz) sincerely thanks you! 
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UU Member Spotlight 
By Libby Gage 

 
Hello friends and fellow UUs. I’m excited to 
begin my Member Spotlight career with a profile 
of my good friend, Michal Stump. When I called 
her to see if she would like to be profiled, she 
laughed and said, “NO!  I’m way too boring!”  I 
know Michal well, and one thing I know about 
Michal is she is definitely not boring! 
  
Born on the upper west side of Manhattan, 
Michal grew up with her mother and grand-
mother on 112th Street. She went to several 

schools including PS 165 at one extreme (named the worst school in America by Time 
magazine), and Tuxedo Park School at the other (where she and her millionaire class-
mates were taught how to curtsey and bow properly!). She eventually made her way to 
Emerson College, a well-known Communication’s College in the Back Bay of Boston, 
and graduated with a degree in Mass Communications, studying film, journalism and 
TV production. Michal shared a class (and a few dates) with Jay Leno, who was a grad 
student at Emerson, and just beginning his nightclub career. 
  
Michal lived in the Boston area working as a copywriter for 20 years, and as a commu-
nity-access TV coordinator for 10 years. 
  
When she hit the, um, ripe-old-age of 35, she was startled by an article in Newsweek 
that described the odds of a single woman getting married after 35 as “seriously low.”  
Michal decided the next decent guy to knock on her door would be her guy. That 
knock came very soon. Set up on a blind date, she opened the door, and there stood 
George Schwartz, wine merchant and bon vivant, with flowers in one hand and a suit-
case full of exotic libations in the other. In 1988, they bought an old farmhouse in 
Wrentham, Massachusetts, and were married in the backyard. Lucy and Sam were 
born, joined by a flock of chickens, a goat and even a horse named Romance. (When 
you see Michal, ask her how many times she was thrown by Romance.) 
  

continued on page 17 
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UU Member Spotlight   
(continued) 

Eventually, Michal and George decided to part ways, and Michal was open to new 
possibilities.  While picking up her daughter Lucy in State College where she was 
visiting a friend, Michal was blown away by the beauty and tranquility of the 
“Promised Land, - a tiny city surrounded by  cows.”  Her daughter’s friend’s family 
happened to live on Locust Lane and told her that the fixer-upper across the street 
was going to be on the market soon.  She decided that this house was perfect, despite 
warnings from contractors and inspectors alike.  She got a mortgage, loaded up a 12-
foot trailer with their worldly possessions, and along with Lucy (15), Sam (13), their 
dog Daisy and Moses the Cat, they set off for the promised land (insert Beverly Hill-
billies music here). Within an hour, having jerked the steering wheel a bit too quick-
ly, Michal jackknifed the trailer across all four lanes of the highway. State police had 
to hold back traffic until she could turn the car and trailer in the right direction. After 
that, it took 13 hours to drive to State College very, very carefully. 
  
Once installed in the promised land, Michal came across a posting for a Meditation 
Class at the UUFCC. Having two teenage kids under her roof, she was desperate for 
some serenity and decided to check out the UUFCC.  She still remembers the feeling 
of being welcomed by Betsy and Chuck, and meeting another female named Michal 
(Keune).  She knew she had found her spiritual home.  
  
Michal practices radical hospitality, renting rooms in her house to visitors from 
around the world. She teaches water fitness classes at the YMCA, works as a security 
guard downtown, and does garden work for many of us.  She is proud of her kids. 
Lucy is a Navy Veteran who worked on the USS Enterprise and at NASA.  She re-
cently returned from Bali, where she went to Surf School. Her son, Sam, is a  bartend-
er at Home D Pizzeria.  
  
Anyone who knows MIchal, knows how passionate she is about social action, and 
she can often be found at the social action table after the service. She is our reproduc-
tive justice representative with UUPLAN. She and her significant other, David Rob-
erts, recently attended a rally at Greenbriar, West Virginia to resist the policies of 
Trump and the republicans. Michal and David are always willing to show up for vig-
ils, marches, lend a hand, share a laugh and a good story.  By the way, she never did 
make it to that Meditation class. 
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Perk Up! 
News about Hospitality Teams 

  
Hospitality Q & A 
Q: I have volunteered to be a greeter, but I’m not sure what I’m supposed to do. How 
can I find out what I’ve gotten myself into? 
  
A: No worries. Team job descriptions are posted at: www.uufcc.com. Click on Congrega-
tional Life and then Hospitality Teams. In addition, there’s a notebook in the kitchen 
with half-page job checklists. Plus, you have your teammates and your team’s Sunday 
morning facilitator to answer your questions and help. (Thank you for volunteering!) 
  
The March Grind 
The Helping Hands will be providing hospitality in March. The Blessed Bees take over 
on April 1 (no fooling!). 
  
Expresso of Appreciation 
Led by scheduler extraordinaire, Sue Haug, the Ladybugs did a marvelous job offering 
Hospitality in February.    
  
Amazing Mary Bytheway is the new Helping Hands scheduler. She has created a great 
online form for signups.  
  
Ann Snowman has been the Blessed Bee’s scheduler for many years.  The buzz is that 
Cheryl Bohn has agreed to take on the job.  Blessed Bees, watch for news from your 
new queen! 
  
The Scoop: Advice from Leslie Brown 
ONE OF THE SMARTEST THINGS I EVER DID … was to join a Hospitality Team! 
When I moved to the area in 2011 and connected with the Fellowship, Betsy Berry re-
viewed the expectations for members, stressing in a most gentle way the shared re-
sponsibility of hospitality. Soon after the Service Stars were on deck, and Chuck Berry 
offered a warm welcome. I met so many good folks. Right away I had new friends and 
a sense that I was making a contribution. Don't hesitate - join a Hospitality Team.   
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Wednesday Game Nights 
  
All are welcome at 6:00 p.m. on the first, second, fourth 
and fifth Wednesday night in Fellowship Hall to learn 
and play tabletop games. There will be no formal pot-
luck, but please bring and share drinks and food, espe-
cially non-sticky, non-greasy game-friendly types. 
  
Any games you want to play are fine, but most nights most of us play modern “Euro-
style” strategy games. Except perhaps briefly and in a humorous way, you will not be 
attacked and eliminated. In most cases, we compete to earn victory points. 
  
There is a lot to think about. You have several legitimate choices on each turn ... you 
don’t just “roll your dice and move your mice.”  The two most-popular games in the 
world now are cooperative, with players helping one another beat the game mechan-
ics. Yes, we delightedly teach people who don’t know these games. 
  
Questions? Ask somebody with a Meeple sticker on their nametag.  And take a look at 
UUFCC’s game collection in the chair/table closet in Fellowship Hall. 
Chuck Berry 
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Social Action (SA) 
 

Green Sanctuary News 
  
We should hear very soon whether or not our Green Sanctuary Accreditation report 
to the UUA has won our very own UUFCC the coveted title of Green Sanctuary, and 
whether Rev. Carol will be able to wear her prized green chalice vestment that she 
showed off on Sunday, January 28. Meanwhile, we have new committee members 
eager to help us be greener in 2018. Thanks to the 135 members and attenders who 
signed our Green Sanctuary pledge. 
  
In the next two years we plan to move through four topic areas that will become more 
defined as we hash out our approach. Roughly, our four foci will be food, household 
sustainability, nature, and travel. Each foci spans the personal, fellowship levels, our 
community, and beyond. We begin 2018 with a focus on eating sustainably, garden-
ing, and food access. 
  
 

Green Sanctuary Happenings in March 
  
Sunday, March 18, 11:30 a.m., Room 2, Green Sanctuary Committee meeting, new-
comers welcome. 
  
Wednesday, March 21, 7:00 p.m., Foxdale Village Auditorium, Love Your Planet film 
series: Bag It (2010). What starts as one man trying to unravel the complexities of our 
plastic world evolves into a wholesale investigation of how plastic affects our water-
ways, oceans and even our own bodies. 57 minutes 
  
Sunday, March 25, 11:30 a.m., Room 6, TED and Talk Adult Learning Hour: Take the 
time to sit down with friends, see a short, pithy talk from the TED series, and spend 
the rest of the hour in deep, give and take conversation. Maybe we will save the 
Earth! This Sunday we will watch Jonathan Foley unravel The Other Inconvenient 
Truth: agriculture must change if we are to continue to have soil and water to farm. 
 

 continued on page 21 
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First Sunday Plate Collection - March 11 (Second Sunday this month) 
 

Interfaith Human Services Emergency Financial Assistance Program helps LOCAL 
low-income families facing a financial crisis. During fiscal year 2016-2017,this program 
provided over 230 people with emergency financial assistance to keep them safely 
housed, avoid electricity and water shutoffs, cover the cost of a new prescription, and 
gasoline to a long-distance medical appointment. Recently, IHS met with a husband 
and wife who were working full-time at a low wage. They fell behind on their electric 
bill because they were covering the funeral costs of the wife’s mother. After reviewing 
the couple’s monthly budget, IHS realized that if they helped the couple with their 
utility bill, the couple would be able to be self-sufficient on their income. This group is 
supported by a local coalition of 35 churches. Sue Smith serves on the Board of IHS 
representing UUFCC.  
Peg Dobrinska 
 
This is the house UUFCC worked on last 
February in Panajachel, Guatemala. It took 
over a year, but the electricity has been in-
stalled. Muchos Problemos!  The window 
coverings and the overhanging tin roof is 
there now, too. We left UUFCC money be-
hind for the electricity to be installed and the 
second room and roof to be finished. Mer-
cedes looks happy with all of the improve-
ments. Thank you to everyone who contrib-
uted to this effort.  
Peg Dobrinska 

Social Action (SA) 
(continued) 
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UUFCC Staff and Governance 

Minister  
Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel 
Email: revctcuu@gmail.com  
 
Director of Religious Education 
Matthew Shineman 
Email: mshineman@uufcc.com 
 
Office Administrator   
Audrey Barner 
Email: abarner@uufcc.com 
 
Membership Coordinator  
Olivia Harper 
Email: oharper@uufcc.com  
 
Music Director  
Colleen Kennedy 
Email: music@uufcc.com 
 
Band Director 
David Morris 
Email: dmorris2715@windstream.net  
 
Financial Secretary  
Joe Kowalski 
Email: ljkowalski1@comcast.net 
 

Board of Trustees 
President: Doris MacKenzie 
Past-President: Betsy Allen 
President-Elect: Etta Habegger 
Secretary: Jason Philtron 
Treasurer: Peter Jurs 
Trustee: Stephanie Szakal (2018) 
Trustee: Claudia Snyder (2019) 
Trustee: Wayne Osgood (2020) 
Ex-Officio: Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel 
 
Program Council 
Chair: Doris MacKenzie  
Communications: Marilyn Jones 
Community Life: Elaine Jurs 
Ex Officio: Olivia Harper 
Ex Officio: Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel 
Ex Officio: Matthew Shineman 
Religious Education: Joy Drohan 
Secretary: Vicky Droll 
Social Action: Peg Dobrinska 
Worship Services: Laura Kemper 
Youth: TBD 
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Newsletter Policies and Guidelines 
Deadline for the March Issue: March 15 

 

Please submit your work on time and in final, completed form. Do not ask for 
changes to be made. Once we get to layout, nothing can be added or deleted.  It is 
important that people receive the newsletter by the first of the month.  Thank you for 
your cooperation and understanding. 

Please submit articles of appropriate 
length to newsletter@uufcc.com; subject 
line: Newsletter Material.  
 

 *CHANGE* - Please send your submis-
sions as an attached WORD document 

 Please write in Arial, font size 11, no 
indents, everything single space, with 
one space between paragraphs 

 Fellowship news and committee re-
ports:  approximately 200 words  

 Incidentals and announcements:  ap-
proximately 100 words  

 Do not highlight anything in color  
 Write:  a.m. or p.m., not AM or PM 
 Write:  Pennsylvania or Pa., not PA 
 Use first, second, third, etc., NOT 1st, 

2nd, 3rd, etc.  
 Do NOT write Feb. 24th, but February 

24 

Newsletter Staff  
 

Publisher: Min Zhong 

Submissions Editor: Marilyn Jones  

Editor: Marilyn Jones  

Proofreaders: Elaine and Graham Corby  
RE News: Matt Shineman 

Social Action News: Peg Dobrinska 

People News: Open  
Member Spotlight: Libby Gage  

Printing: Audrey Barner 

Mailing: Martha and Jack Kolln  

 

UU Connections is published monthly, August through June, to keep the UUFCC congregation 
informed about Fellowship life. Our newsletter can be e-mailed on request. Hard copy, if re-
quested,  is mailed to all members and friends listed in the Fellowship Directory. We are de-
lighted to share our newsletter with anyone interested and will send complimentary hard copy 
issues, as requested, for a limited time. For non-members who wish to receive a mailed copy of 
UU Connections regularly, we request a donation of $35 per year to cover expenses. 

If you need more space for special features, please speak with Marilyn Jones at  
newsletter@uufcc.com  
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP  
         OF CENTRE COUNTY 
780 WAUPELANI DR. EXTENSION 
STATE COLLEGE, PA  16801 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED. 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
STATE COLLEGE, PA 
PERMIT NO. 224 

If you move, please alert the 
UUFCC office. 
 
If you no longer want to 
receive UUFCC Connections, 
check this box and return to 
your mail carrier.  
Thank you. 

 

*               * 


