
 

We Welcome our Candidate for Minister: 

The Reverend Carol Thomas Cissel 
 
 
 

WHO IS CAROL? 
At 54, I am a single (widowed) empty-nester. I parent two amazing, strong-minded, adult 

children (Yvonne and Cory).  When time permits I read and take walks just for pleasure.  A morning bead 
meditation practice and exercise are on my regular self-care list.  Travel, global culture, live music and 

contemporary Northwest Native American art are a few of my passions.  I've lived in or visited 46 states, only 
4 to go to reach 50!  I love being near, or better yet on the water.  Spending time in nature "speaks" to me. 

 It feeds my spirit like nothing else does.  In 2014 I became a grandmother. Andrew (aka Drewbie or PB) owns 
a huge piece of my heart.  My family and ministry are continuing to evolve in new and exciting ways.   

Life is good! 
 
 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST MINISTRY EXPERIENCE 
Serving UUFCC is exactly what I feel called to do.  Why?  Holding, loving and leading a UU community is 

spirit-lifting, JOYFUL and challenging.  It is also the best job in the world.  Readying myself to serve UUFCC as 
its Settled Minister followed the medical model: academic degree(s), field education in 
several different ministry settings, full-time UU parish internship, a full-time UU parish 

residency, and serving as a full-time, solo, Interim Minister in two congregations over the 
past three years. I have been serving UU congregations, in a variety of roles (member, 

lay-leader, committee chair, RE Teacher, RE Program Coordinator, and Minister) for more 
than 15 years. 

 
 

EDUCATION 
I have a Master of Divinity degree from Pacific School of Religion and a Master of Science degree in Nonprofit 

& Association Management from the University of Maryland (University College).   
 
 

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND 
Before moving into UU ministry, I was a small business entrepreneur and nonprofit professional. As co-owner 

of Apple Electrical Services Inc. I partnered with my husband in the ownership of our family's electrical 
contracting firm for several years (handling administration, human resources, employee benefit planning etc. 
for a staff of 13).  Prior to that my nonprofit work included secular and sacred organizations.  I was also the 
Church Administrator and Church Business Manager for several large Washington, DC area congregations 

(working for Unitarian Universalists, Presbyterians and Episcopalians). 
 

On March 30, 2017 I was THRILLED to accept your offer.  I’m looking forward to meeting 
each of you in April during candidating week and building a shared ministry with you, 

beginning in August 2017. 

Find Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel online at http://revctc2017.weebly.com and on Facebook! 

http://revctc2017.weebly.com/

